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The EBU welcomes the development of new technologies based on disc systems for use in the
acquisition of television programmes.  The general requirements for disc camcorders are little different
from those for camcorders using tape technologies, currently given in EBU Statement D78-1995[1].
(EBU Statement D78 is currently being revised to cover all technologies likely to be introduced in
operation in the near or medium term future.)

The EBU accepts that disc-based camcorders will use video compression.

However, the EBU states that it is an essential requirement that the video compression used in
camcorders should conforms to one of the systems generally used in television.  The systems intended for
use in television production are given in the recent report of the joint EBU/SMPTE Task force [2] and
have been recognised by the EBU [3] [4] [5].

These recognised video compression systems are:

• SX 18 Mbit/s [Sony Corporation]

• DV based compression algorithms 25 Mbit/s [6], 50 Mbit/s [7]

• An agreed version of the 4:2:2 profile of MPEG 50 Mbit/s [8] [9]

The EBU accepts that it may not be possible to meet all the requirements fully today but expects
that improvements in technology will allow them to be met in future generations of equipment.  It is very
important that no other compression system, or any variation of one of the above systems (for instance at
a different bit rate), should be used in disc-based camcorders in an attempt to meet all the requirements.
If a compromise has to be made during the initial stage of the introduction of a new disc-based camcorder,
the compromise should be at the expense of other parameters (recording time, weight, etc.).

The priority is to avoid the introduction of new compression systems-formats into a production
chain that is already overcrowded with them.
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